





















The	 aim	 of	 this	 study	 is	 to	 assess	 the	 level	 of	
knowledge	of	graduate	medical	students	of	Aristotle	
University	of	Thessaloniki	 regarding	Hepatitis	B.	 In	






















According	 to	 the	 results,	 57,4%	 of	 the	 students	
answered	 correctly	 the	 questions	 related	 to	 general	
knowledge	 on	 the	 virus	 and	 the	 disease,	 86,2%	 of	
them	knew	how	 the	virus	 is	 transmitted,	while	only	
46,8%	of	 the	 students	were	 informed	about	 the	pre-
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first	 category	 of	 questions.	The	fifth	 year’s	 students	











As	 far	 as	 their	 knowledge	 about	 prevention,	 the	




content	 of	 the	 vaccine	 (20,18%).	The	 question	with	
the	lowest	score	(15%)	referred	to	the	width	of	tem-
perature	of	preservation	of	the	virus.	On	the	contrary,	
almost	 all	 the	 students	 (88,8%)	 knew	 the	modes	 of	
transmission	of	HBV.	






However,	 half	 of	 them	 would	 have	 omitted	 critical	
procedures,	 such	 as	wound	 cleansing	 and	 using	 an-
tiseptics.	
















fessional	 training	 period.	Actually,	 occupational	 ex-
posures	during	undergraduate	medical	school	may	in-
volve	between	11%	and	50%	of	students5.	Our	study	
demonstrated	 that	 the	 knowledge	 of	 senior	 under-
graduate	medical	 students	 of	Aristotle	University	 of	
Thessaloniki	on	Hepatitis	B	is	in	a	satisfactory	level	
concerning	 the	 transmission	of	 the	virus,	while	 they	
are	less	informed	about	the	general	features	of	the	vi-





compared	 to	 the	 fifth	 year’s,	 while	 a	 similar	 study	
Table. Student’s	knowledge	in	each	of	the	4	section	of	the	questionnaire.
Students Number 1. General knowledge 2. Transmission 3. Prevention from 4. Vaccination
 group of students on HBV and of the virus the disease
	 the disease
 % of correct answers
5th	 	56	 55,36%*	 84,78%	 41,58%	 80,36%
6th	 	53	 62,26%*	 87,69%	 55,07%	 81,1%
Total 109   57,4% 86,2% 46,8% 80,7%
Male	 	52	 53,35%*	 82,7%	 47,52%	 			75%
Female	 	57	 60,95%*	 89,4%	 48,7%	 85,96%
* Statistical significant (p < 0,05).
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conducted	 in	 Delhi	 presented	 respective	 findings6.	
Another	relevant	study,	carried	out	in	Oman,	revealed	
















cine	 failure	 and	 consequent	 lack	of	 protection.	Also	
32%	of	 them	 assumed	 that	 immunity	 to	 hepatitis	B	
virus	after	vaccination	would	be	life	long9.	
Another	 interesting	 aspect	 of	 our	 study	 was	 the	




ing	 place.	Moreover,	 the	 majority	 of	 them	 (63,2%)	
hesitated	to	take	care	of	a	HBV	infected	patient7.	Con-
cerning	 this	matter,	 in	 1993,	 the	 health	 departments	
in	 the	 United	 Kingdom	 announced	 that	 those	 who	
were	found	to	be	HBsAg	positive,	without	“e”	mark-
ers,	 didn’t	 need	 to	 be	 excluded	 from	 any	work.	On	
the	contrary,	workers	who	had	“e”	markers	(HBeAg	

















visible	 blood	 on	 device,	 or	 needle	 used	 in	 patient’s	












For	 this	 reason,	 the	findings	of	 this	 study	should	
be	 considered	 seriously	 by	 our	Medical	 School,	 lo-
cal	health	centers	and	disease	control	agencies,	as	 it	
is	 essential	 preparing	 health	 care	 professionals	with	
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